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(Firet of three perts)

The U’ S “working class ig- ..~
the ° moet ‘militant and-best ..
organized . working- -c¢lads in. -
the worldi At the:same time,. .’
it 4is7ithe mest politically'--

backward,” .
Until recently, most of

the Left, especially ‘the New -

Left, gaw  only one slde of
this- ¢ontradiction-~the po=

litical backwardness :of the ..

American worker. This tond=-

ency represented the demor-: =
alizatioh of twenty years" of

cold war and witch~hunt,: of

apparent capitalist stabili-n,i:

ence: And until’ Juet a short

period ago most of the Left - -
felt' that +this one-sided -
plcture was reaffirmed with

working-class  indifference

or hostility to-the anti-war :

movement -and’ apparent sup=-

port for racist, right-wing o
demogogues ° like Wailace and

Reagen.

The recentA~strike wave,

including the GE strike, the
postal, teamster, and rail-

road wildcats, - and massive - -

"illegal" municipel worker

strikes, hids brought the one -
tire Left face to face with -

the other side of the cone
tradiction--the combative-
neas of the American worker.
The impact of this labor up-
surge on a Teft that is iso-

lated from the labor move= -
ment, tiny.and splintered,

is directly responsible for
the demise of the WNew Left,

the spllt in SDS, the storm’

in PIL. Even SWP-YSA, which

~has Inherited- most of the -

crackpot schemes ~ of the New

Left, 1s "forved %o give-

classes in labor history and

to reserve, for their token -

trade unionists, two or
three anti-war front seats,
still ‘warm’ from the back-

sides of the Dave Dellingers

and Sidney Pecks. -
The ‘monuwmental past of A

merican labor, .a past of the

Wobblies, = the rise of the
CIO and the post-WWII labar

upsurge, clearly 1llustrates

the contradgiction Dbetween

trade union militancy ‘and:

political backwardness.: The
rise of the CIO,
ple, did not_eauee the over-

-paycheck,

for exame -

6OOIALISM AND THE TRADE UNIONS

whelming majority of workers
to bresk .with Roosevelt or
prevent ,them from supporting
an imperialist Morld war.
Nor did the most masgive
class battles in U. S. labor
history,. prevent. tle rise of
Truman, - Mccarthy and Meany.
If radicals ‘go on to exam-
ine labor history in other
countries during the  same
period they find the same
pattern: .labor upsurge fol-
lowed by political defeat,
Following WWII, in many
countries 1like France and
Italy, . the labor upsurge
verged on social revolution,
but gave way at the critical
moment to the restoration of
shakey capitalist govern-
ments, - rotten to the core
and without popular sipport

 -=the. "poor relations" of U.

S. imperialism.

Where 1is the current labor
upsurge leading? '~ Today we
see a repetition of the post
~WWII labor cycle, in which
each militant strike wave
ends with another erosion of
job . .and living
conditions, and unlon rights
while ' the government takes
practice shots for the day
when the imperzalists "Bring
The War Home.™

The contradiction between

.- trade union - militancy = and
~political defeat was recog-

nized in - the earliest Marx-
ist classics. Engles, in

" UThe Condition of the Work-
An Class in _England in

180L," writes:
The history of these un~

- ions -1is a long series of
defeats of the working-

--men, - interrupted by a -
few isolated victories.
All these efforts nature~ .
ally cannot alter the
economlc law according
to which wages ‘are de=-
termined by the relation
between supply and de-

':'mand ‘in -the labor mar=

ket. - Hence, the Unions

" remaln powerless against
all great powers which
influence this relation.
In a commercial crisis
the Union i1itself nmust
reduce wages or dlssolve
wholly; . and in time of
considerable'increase in



XSONIZAT!ON AT UNIVERSI'DY o] oP
A significant b

eakthrough

for ;Iho: Will otour if thHe

currnnt

axive organizing

mons
1,

workers at the .
ur;lvwai’cy cb-op 18 sucesg= -
Here 4n'a Iargely e -

organized - goutherri’ college.’

‘town & ' real’ base is: being

ses,
T. campus itself.

The co~op ., ("The Students!?

ovn Store™) " -has'long been a

scab shop With poor- working .

¢onditions, poor ‘Wages, and

few benefits : for workers or“f"7=
A small group of -

students,
co~op workers, -Wworking since

‘late June, have now  signed
up & -large wmajority of.the - - -
workers at the ‘store:and are:.: . .
recognition.. -
gle  has. .
esgses. - . .
interested: ,

- seeking union -
Meanwhile,.'the .str
. spread to othér bus
~. Oprganizers dare -
in the recently announced
cut in dividends and dis-
‘¢olints

Thd'police Assasination or

: Houstbn ‘Pacples! Party - -II-
- léadeér Carl Hampfon-is- weil-
known by now,: Meat radicals,
howevér, are:unigware. of how .
geriously 'sectarianism . has:
damaged the resultant united
front.dslenss codlition, . : :
After Hampton's
radidals -

witéh—huntﬁhnd violence."
isa

ton Young Democrats and the
student body of all-black
- “TBX&-B Scuthem Uﬁ‘lV" » : WO

néaning a lower reés . .
bate or -rafund for gtudents.
The cut was blaméd on riatngq:

DEFENSE vs SEGTARIAHISM IN HOUSTON \ i

peraonnel costa, pilferage,
and geheral’ inflation. .. -

“But wages.. do: mot ; causevv
prices~t0'riseb It is aniold: .
“trdck - ‘business to raise

i prices and :blame personnel.
ﬁqA costs,’ thus creating a price:

built for tige possivle” or-]¢w7 ; ~wage spiral in. which prices . .
gantzation of meny busines.\_
‘end - ‘perliaps -the U. :

"E° ever . - higher , -and wages:
falll. rarthar and farther bequf
hinda L .

Nor is pilrerage‘peally tchL}.
blame, The co=op pilferage ‘
" figure of ‘L=lk.4s low - come
pared to many Jbusinesses. . . . -
;iThe third "culppit,” idne ..
flation, is resl. enoush but .
‘is-largely &  result of the .
~Av1etnam'War--someth1ns for
which students . and workera o
. T pay-enough already in termq'ﬁnj
o of: livqs'and faxes. .. .
.~ . Workers :and studénts are:if.
;wrsbeins scrawed by the .co-op.
managoment, whicb meanwhile
=‘1s taking. ‘its ; "savings".
(read profits) and investing .
them in an expanaion fund
which will "mean even lower
.. discounts:. and dividends in.u,;

¢ij; the. futures L

.t

 the story. We - were %biﬁg ;,
- that the SWP-YSA agreed to

S work -with the defense: :in-

nurder,
in!-Hbuston organe . - ..
ived:n. defense: 'coalition’ to f*
protéctfrﬁllaIfnbm.frame~u¥,:;
£ -
“géry broadicealition,: -
inoluding:the!Univ, . of House -

outfits: :whieh; ’politically;»:

"havée almestinéthing . in come -
mon:iwith PPII. This reflects -

“the nofhali: situaticn in dew .-

~Yet the:
" preported.

fensetoalitions. -
. damé-artidle that-

~the’fo?matioﬁ of ‘the" eoalia ?

‘atatéd! " that ' the. -
“had-dpo pedqout of’

tién " also
~SWPLYSAT:
~“ithe: defénsé becaunse

couldnit’ su ortk»thex PPIT: -

Augtin “had ddopped!dut ol
“PPIT -~déTenwe ‘~work without

explanation.éruprovocation, .

.05 If thHess reéports:were -true
then the SWP-Y¥YSA had commit~
wobedt

atrooclty. -If".théy. wers falae:

wwhy didn'-t .,SWPQY%A rrefutq
~them® o Chrod s

The~ Spartaﬁtsb“Leaguerhas
~-made itts "
turned - up anothen 81da of

S [P

Ry

ad .amazing sectarian s

q Y

et Austin will pbject: t0.SWPw -

117 OWTL {1nqu1ry**andx

",'

-they :;'

'“hgrogrmn TEWPLSE Fad: ...
“not repiied ta thess agcugas !
. tiongyiicandYSAterg-here in?

L
4

Tty v

« I Houston, but at . the Lfirst
. moeting SWP - 1eader - Fred . -
" ‘Brody was ' challenged ~ to- .'.
either endorse the full po-
~ 11tical program of PPII or

get out, Brody refused to
endorss and was’ axcluded

‘from the coaldi®Ton, TR
By ‘this account, the: per-ﬁ
‘sons responsible for exclue' .
' sion are sectarians who 'con-:.
-8ider their: personal and po~ -
litical feud with the SWP . -

more ortant than the de-
I%‘ﬁ?e%o TPPIT. The-YDs. and

_‘PSU' stddents ‘remain in-the.'
' coalition 'without challenge:
w0 phisistupid and sectarian . -
" conduet in thei face:of the:
enemy is dangerously: wrong,”
-+ ghd lies-produced to - con-
;’* ‘ceal it are unforgivable.
" Why' couldn't: the SWP iv- -
self refute these slanders? :
They wonlt because in order
“to’do- 80 they 'would: have td SR
'pevsal:that. the SWP!s-repuy
' «tationwamong ~“Houston radis~ -
1. ¢als 18 so 'foul that.even .. ..
their defense ‘are .
. noét wanted.- L T
:13 70f courge, . none of this.
inn excusges: the Austin YSA - ab--
stention from defsnse work
~here..' We belleve no-.one in

~efforts -

4n PPII - -

P ~¥SA participation.: o
tdefense-efforts; : ,and¢ the
‘Spartacist League - will -

;f’fightj i neceaaany,. . to,:_'

ksqp 1t that way R
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ST T RESYTI T ireins
.AD Ib GOMMITTEE GOES TO TRIAL

IR S8 LSRGy N

On August ﬁartheneuwas an, “administnative*hearing"f"""
that the®Ad Hod Comnitboe:Against the Regent:'s. Rule” (AH @;y;g&g.
ted the> Regent 's' Ruling (8413); which, at.the time .of fhe yj.g;l.at;l,pn,1
prohibi%ed ‘student’ organtzations' from haying mone thgn,; mephere,er
the nontcampus community: ab.thedr meetings. If yeu couldn!t dttend
the hearing, dou't:-feel. Left: outs The "hearing" was purpesaly held
when most’ stidents would be :away. Furthep, :thoge .students .who, wanted
to attend’ dieeovered that the: trial was held :Ary. tpe same. tiny room -
where ‘the YSA'was' tried: esrlier this summer on-the, same changes.. And
they found that the deore were:oarefully guarded. by, two plaincIothes

eampde police.t'

al of the' YSA Bryoe Jordan had.as much trouble;choosmgg a. h@aring
of £1¢6r® as Nixon had.in choosing Supreme Court .Judges. with»th Q. 0%~
ception thatin Texas you need no excuse.for & “$outher@ 'Strateaye"
At first Jordan 'désignated’ the -"Honorable" Mr. Musslewhite to preside
as hearing officer" and a Mr, :Orosson as prosecuton. This was the .
seme Mr.'Mnsslewhite who broké-up a YSA class and served 3s- Prosecu-
tor at ‘the ¥SA® tr¥ial, Wheri:the AHC raised objections gbout the impar-
tiality of meeting-buster,varch-inquisitor Musslewhite, Jordan re~ -
placéd him with the "Honorable" Mr, Crosson.. Again :obJectlons-raised,
again g 'shifting of chdirs. Ad in the ¥SA trial, Musslewhite :would:
prosecute ‘and the: "Honorable™: Bryce Jorden: would preside, insuring:
that the "administrative: hearing weuld hear only What the adminis-
tration wanted te hear. Pl SRR

‘Ab bhe "hearing SOme of the alleged non-studente'eere shown to
have been admitted: to U:Tiand.classified as:students, -During the..
lunch break, Musslewhite, hOping perhapg to unadmit. some.of thése.

- students, eﬁﬁasud‘RﬁgiuuaaL Shipp 1n—a\}itt1eaehnt»eAs—Begietpar-4‘44_4~u4\4*

Shipp was a "sequestered" witneee, 'the 1ittle chat was a groesa vio-
lation of trial procedure., In addition, Musslewhite'’s prime evidence
considted of iDean Franks' claim that the chairmap.of-the.AHG.June 24
meeting stated that the meeting planned.to vielate the; Regent!s Rule,
Unfortunate: for Dean Franks' eredibility, the-AHG-hagd-u complete. tape
of 1ts: meeting. The tape was,_played, demonstrating that.at no time-
did the chairman make the. alleged statement. Musslewhite-ls prime -
piece of evidence was . shown to be a prime caae of perjury ;5'

‘. Ad_Hoc Gommittee Summary Statement for Augj 28 "Haﬁrin

'ﬂhe Regent’s Rgle (6 13). 1s en uncenstitutional abridgement .of
the rights to. Free apeeah;and. assembly which’has only:one;purposes;
to hamper.and remove- pelitieal opposition, -particularly leftist..op-
position, :-The rule not.only.restricts the freedom:of leftists, but:.
restricts. the freedoms of .all:who desire  interaction with:the non=-
campus comminity, not. to menplon restricting %hehrights of the: nonv
campus community. Jﬂw an ~~f'#*<ﬁ e

"\’ .

......

Whether the quelling of. political opposition is effected by lim-
1ting: attendence. at-meetings, by revoking reglstered organizationel
status, or by embroiling:groups in extensive logalibattles,. it 1s:a
grossexemple of the coercive, McCarthylte: manneriin which the. Re=.
gents: feel: compelled to operate in order tor preserve thelr-standards
of "law.and-order". The. Regenta would find no reason %o &ensor the:
1deas’ to which -students apd non-students are exposed 1f they:had.even
eiementary .confidence in their ability to persuade- without .goercion.
gacking such- confidence, they are forced to resort. to.crude,:anti-

emooratic measures such.as the Regent's Ruls,” for.their own politi-
cal ends. Theseuends 6learly cannot be groven desirable to .the major-
ity of the population. through.open discussion«=-this 1s-admitted by.
the use of siich strong-arm tactics-~but one might dsk what these .ends
may bé. :The answer 1s that-Frank Erwin &:Co., as flunky U,T. tyrants
supported by the.:tlass of ‘majJor property' owners,:are: protecting the
interegsts:of this class=hhigher and higher profits,. of vwhich they:.
get their paltry rake~offs This has been: demonstrated over-the yeans
by sueh- -boondoggles.as ‘the LBJ Libreary, stadlum expansion; rand. Hap~
din'e University Village. Erwin cannot allow these faets to be public.

L ”-ﬁ ER

HoweVer, Erwin does not 1nclude the reaction of thaae he attempts
to keep misinformed whén he: calculate hisitactics. He:does not .even
recken with the- iegal gystem he must cldim to sippont.: Knowing that
we will quite likely lose:inthls kangaroo court battle, we are pre-
pared-to carry-on a ‘batle in the federal- ‘court s Furthery. we are
prepared to“mobilize massive public opposition; both on:and-off cam=
pus, to expose-the bage motivations and: tgnoble ends that Erwin:a:
would prefer to hide, and to smash this Pegent 8 Rule

et e e e e e -




the demand for llr,

it cannot fix the rate
higher - then “would be .
roached . spontaneously*-,
by the  competition of
the capitalists among
themgelves. -
Lenin also observed
Trade ~~ uniéns"
strike become impotent
when, owing to a  de=
pression, thero iz no

and-

demand for (labor pow= - -

er).. ~_They are unable
to remove the condi--
tions which convért -
labor power into =
commodity, “and which -
doom . the masses-'

toilers to poverty and:'}’*
unemployment.("Another "

MaSsacre" 1901 )
The limitations of
trade union struggle arise

Df oty

the -

from  the very mature of the%“f
trade unions within the: wagefk'

system, as defensive ingtiu~ -

ments which, as ‘Lenin de-

scribes it in" What ‘Is To-Ba' '

v

Done?, "Fight tHe purchasers -

of” Tabor- power over 'a purely -

“Thiis, the

is ol

o'’ the ‘Taws ‘of
"Each ect~

crisis drives workers - -
‘the 'panks ‘of 'the unem=~"

commercial ‘deal."™
power 'of trade
subordinate
the "labor market. -
nomic
into

unions

Ployed ‘and . the Weaker mem- '

bers of the bourgeoise into
the - _ranks

of the working o

unions.

class. And e? crisls TNORG
is not resolved by the vice

tory of a working class reve...

colution will
“with a weakening, if not the -
of trade -

be

utter destruction,

Moreover, the independent

'ally threatened by the con-
trol of the capitalist class
over the -state

the state can be transformed
into: & strike-breasking,; un-

ion~-busting - weapon in. the N

service- of the.bourgeoise.

‘regolved. "

apparatus.
Every repreesive function of -

In critical strikes like the |

railroad and postal wlldcats
the entire government, from
the President;

Congress. ande’

court system-:. to.the police, .

militia and .army, -from the
"friends:of’ labor" to .1its
overt-enemies, are. mobilized

to smash the strike,  behead
the " militant leaders . .
discipline . the. rank and

file. Unions - fight a ‘perpet-

ual ¢ivil war.:ina capital-: -
ist country for their legal--...
. for their democratic. .
Yod, ..
e, full arsenal.of .

ity
and Eglitical rights .
against

political. and, econcmic,weap~“ N

ons of the capitalists, .
unione: go. into, battle with .
only:. -the. - single
weapon of the strike.

-{Te be.contigued);e:.“
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The Revolutionary Marxist Caucus is the 1eft oppositicn in ;?
SDS ‘fighting for a-militant soclalist ‘policy,
to the narrow-.social work approach of .the SD§ 1eader§hip. "

in contragt :.

- functioning and existence of;éw_
the trade unions is continu-

and ...

tneoggi

economic i

sta,u,‘fif

We geek:to build.SDS as. a non-exclusionist youth. organizay,ﬁ’VL“

tion.which.
class: program:
strikes against U. S. -

racial oppressian.
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can intérvene in major social struggles, with a y}”&
- -Tormation of a workers! perty, .-
imperialism,
groups. . against repression,
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u!}; v.’.v




